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The PGE Foundation Announces Creative Expression Grants
Regional Arts and Culture Council’s The Right Brain Initiative Receives Multi-Year Funding
PORTLAND, Ore. — The PGE Foundation, the corporate foundation of Portland General
Electric, announces its creative expression grant awards to 27 arts and culture organizations
totaling more than $250,000. The grants focus on three impact areas: sequential arts learning,
creative youth development and arts integration.
“Creative experiences are critical to a well-rounded education because they help students build
the socio-emotional skills they need to navigate the ever-changing world of work,” said Kregg
Arntson, executive director of the PGE Foundation. “We know students who have creative
experiences are more inclined to actively engage in classroom discussions, offer their own
thoughts and appreciate the ideas of others.”
The PGE Foundation made a four-year commitment totaling $100,000 to the Regional Arts and
Culture Council’s The Right Brain Initiative to help change the way kids learn, bringing
discovery, collaboration and creativity into the classroom. The program improves educational
outcomes for K-8 students by teaching them to be more adaptable, creative, critical thinkers and
problem solvers. This year alone, nearly 29,000 students in 70 Portland metro schools in eight
different school districts were part of The Right Brain Initiative. The program also engages the
entire community in creating long-term, lasting school system change. The PGE Foundation has
been a proud supporter of The Right Brain Initiative since the beginning.
“The PGE Foundation’s continued investment in The Right Brain Initiative has helped us in
more than tripling our reach over our 10-year history and allowed us to be innovative along the
way in finding the best approach to serving students and their teachers,” said Marna Stalcup,
director of Arts Education at the Regional Arts & Culture Council.
For more than 20 years, the PGE Foundation has supported long-established arts and culture
organizations, but is also intentional about partnering with newer organizations, culturallyspecific organizations and programs serving rural communities, including:
•

Cascade School of Music programs for students in Central Oregon.

•

Oregon East Symphony fourth and fifth grade string classes in the Pendleton School
District.

•

Outside the Frame filmmaking workshops for homeless youth in Portland.

•

Salem Art Association’s art programming for K-5 students in Marion, Polk and Yamhill
counties.

•

World Stage Theatre’s Black History Festival program for students in Multnomah and
East Multnomah County.

•

Yamhill Enrichment Society sequential music instruction for K-2 students in Yamhill
County.

Click here for the complete list of the 2019 creative expression grants.
Editor’s note: Photo with caption for use.

Imlay Elementary School students study plant and animal habitats through stop
motion animation with Right Brain teaching artist David Loitz.
Photo by Juanita Martus.

###
The PGE Foundation is the philanthropic arm of Portland General Electric. Founded in 1997, the
foundation was created through an endowment with the expressed purpose of improving the quality of life
for Oregonians. Since its inception, the foundation has awarded more than $22 million to community
organizations across the state. We champion values that embrace diversity, equity and inclusion. Working
together with community members, partners and friends, we are committed to using our time and
resources to help eliminate disparities and create an equitable society where all people can reach their
full potential. To learn more, please visit pgefoundation.org.

